
City Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 9, 2015, 5:00 pm

Wells Community Center

The Wells City Council convened on Monday, March 9, 2015 at 5:00 pm in the Council Chamber.

Mayor Gaines called the meeting to order with the following councilmembers present: David Braun,
John Herman and Whitney Warmka. Also present: City Administrator Robin Leslie, Deputy City Clerk
Megan Boeck, Chief of Police Jim Ratelle and Street Foremen Mike Pyzick.

Oath of Office: Councilmember Stephen Burns.

AGENDA
The agenda for the March 9, 2015 meeting was reviewed. Motion by Herman and second by Braun to
approve with the addition of USC Request- Interim Use Permit discussion. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT
John Seedorf, resident at Eastown Apartments, was present and stated he was unhappy about a parking
ticket he received during the last snow fall. Mr. Seedorf stated there is not enough off street parking at
the Eastown Apartments and no other parking is provided. Mr. Seedorf also stated he feels the ticket is
unfair because he knows there were other vehicles parked on the street that were not ticketed.

City Administrator Leslie stated the City is not obligated to address parking issues at Eastown
Apartments because it is private property but she will find out if and why others were not ticketed.

Randy Weber was present to ask Council about his recent letter to Council addressing safety concerns at
his property located at 1020 2nd Ave SW. He said kids are walking through his property which he thinks
is dangerous.

Leslie informed Mr. Weber that his letter was forwarded to Public Works/Public Safety Committee and
the committee is in the process of addressing the issues raised. Once that is done, the Committee will
forward to the full Council and Mr. Weber.

John Hassing, 450 2nd Ave NW, asked the Council why his property is zoned R-2. Mr. Hassing stated
approximately 17 acres of the property is ag land and wondered if there is any chance of it being
rezoned back to ag.

Leslie informed Mr. Hassing that his property was most likely zoned R-2 when the property was
annexed in 2005 because that is what the 2005 Comprehensive Land Use Plan had planned for that area.
Leslie also informed Mr. Hassing that he could request this issue be referred to the Planning and Zoning
Commission by the City Council for rezoning consideration.

Mr. Hassing stated he would like to make that request.

Motion by Braun and second by Warmka to refer this request to the Planning & Zoning Commission for
consideration. Motion carried.
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Bill Groskreutz, Jr., Faribault County Commissioners, was present to discuss the newly implemented
curbside recycling program. Mr. Groskreutz stated there was about 75% participation in the first week of
the program. Mayor Gaines questioned if there have been any issues with garbage in the recycling. Mr.
Groskreutz stated he would look into this and follow-up with the Council.

Mr. Groskreutz also stated the Frank Brothers Elevator property will be discussed at the next County
Commissioner’s meeting and he encourages councilmembers to attend to be a part of the discussion
related to that property.

Leslie stated she was in the process of obtaining additional estimates for demolition and assessment for
environmental issues. She stated she would be in touch the County Commissioners as soon as she has
that information.

In addition, Mr. Groskreutz informed the Council the County was in the process of hiring a new County
Engineer and Transit Manager.

Evelin Ramirez, 620 6th St SW, was present to state he has an issue with traffic speeds at the corner of
6th Street SW and 6th Ave SW. Mr. Ramirez stated there needs to be a stop sign put in place to slow the
traffic down at that intersection and that he has been asking for one for some time.

Arnie Schrader, 702 8th St SW, also discussed safety concerns on 6th Ave SW.

Leslie stated that the City is still working on addressing traffic management issues caused by the new
school but that the City was waiting until the school had been in operation for a whole school year
before making further recommendations to Council. She stated additional signage is planned for
spring/summer installation but that it is not feasible to put a four-way stop at every corner. In addition to
more signage, the City is currently considering reduced speed limits and other traffic calming devices.

CONSENT ITEMS
Minutes
Motion by Herman and second by Warmka to approve February 23, 2015 minutes. Motion carried.

Payments
Motion by Burns and second by Warmka to approve payments in the amount of $101,695.08 as listed on
pages 4-6 of the council packet. Motion carried.

Board Reports
Motion by Herman and second by Warmka to accept Wells Historical Society March minutes as
presented. Motion carried.

The All Pets Impound Report was reviewed. No action taken.

Staff Reports
Street Department Foreman Mike Pyzick stated that the City has done a lot of different things to make
traffic safe in the area of the new school. Pyzick also stated rock will be arriving soon for the alleys and
work at the pool and parks will start in a couple of weeks.

Police Chief Jim Ratelle informed Council that he recently attended a seminar regarding security at
church properties. Ratelle plans to sit down with area church leaders to discuss different situations and
processes to make sure they are safe. Ratelle also stated that he has received a few applications for the
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part-time police officer position(s) but after posting to the POST board, he is expecting more
applications to be received within the next couple weeks.

Leslie stated the SRTS plans have been submitted for approval to MNDOT and at federal level and she
continues to work on the liquor store remodel. Leslie also stated she recently met with Dr. Jensen to
discuss the old school site and information regarding that will be discussed under new business. In
addition, she also informed the Council there will be a City Surplus Equipment Sale in conjunction with
the City Wide Garage Sales on Saturday, May 9th and the Citywide Cleanup Event on Saturday, June
20th.

NEW BUSINESS

Street Closure Request, South Broadway, August 15th, Kernel Days- Maple Valley Classic Car
Show- Gary Kauffman from the Maple Valley Class Car Show organization thanked Mayor Gaines and
Council for their help during last year’s car show. Kauffman stated it went well last year and he has
already been in contact with the Wells Area Chamber of Commerce to begin planning this year’s show.

Motion by Braun and second by Warmka to approve the Street Closure Request for South Broadway
from Maple Valley Classic Car Show for the August 15th Kernel Days Celebration. Motion carried.

Street Closure Request, 7th Street SW, May 9th- Cub Scouts- Motion by Herman and second by
Burns to approve Street Closure Request from the Cub Scouts on Saturday, May 9th. Motion carried.

Airport Commission Recommendation- ITC Midwest Transmission Line Marking- Leslie
informed the Council the Airport Commission and ITC are in agreement about marking the highest
transmission lines only and that it should be noted this marking is not required by the FAA. Motion by
Herman and second by Braun to approve the Airport Commission’s recommendation and forward to
ITC. Motion carried.

Resolution 2015-08- Supporting Dedicated State Funding for City Streets- Motion by Warmka and
second by Braun to approve Resolution 2015-08 Supporting Dedicated State Funding for City Streets.
Motion carried with Mayor Gaines also voting in favor.

Resolution 2015-09- Approving Minnesota Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit for Bingo for St.
Casimir Catholic Church- Motion by Burns and second by Herman to approve Resolution 2015-09
Approving Minnesota Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit for Bingo for St. Casimir Catholic Church.
Motion carried.

Resolution 2015-10- Approving Minnesota Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit for Raffle for St.
Casimir Catholic Church- Motion by Herman and second by Warmka to approve Resolution 2015-10
Approving Minnesota Lawful Gambling Exempt Permit for Raffle for St. Casimir Catholic Church.
Motion carried.

City Employee-End of Probationary Periods- Motion by Braun and second by Herman to remove the
following City employees from probation: Assistant Street Foreman Richard Brandenburg, Part-Time
Police Officer Jeremy Haugh, Part-Time Police Officer Arik Matson and Part-Time Police Officer
Emily Swanson. Motion carried.

Part-Time Theatre Clerk Appointment- Barbara Weigel- Motion by Burns and second by Braun to
appoint Barbara Weigel as a Part-Time Theatre Clerk. Motion carried.
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Planning & Zoning Commission Resignation- Larry Majeski- Motion by Herman and second by
Braun to approve Planning & Zoning Commission resignation from Larry Majeski effective March 2,
2015. Motion carried.

USC Schools- Interim Use Permit Discussion- The Council discussed onsite demolition material
grinding at the old school. Leslie informed the Council that the school would need an interim use permit
with conditions stipulated such as limits for when funerals are scheduled, hours of operation, notification
to the area neighborhood, noise and dust control and traffic regulations. Leslie stated she will look into
this furhter for discussion at the next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS
Annexation of City of Wells Property on MN 109- Leslie stated the options for addressing the issue
with the ITC temporary equipment site are to request a CUP from the County, request a rezoning of the
property from the County or to annex the property into city limits and have control over the City-owned
property thereafter. She stated she agrees with the City and County Attorneys that proceeding with the
annexation of the City properties is the best option as it would provide control over what the City can do
with the properties going forward. Motion by Braun and second by Burns to proceed with the
annexation process for the City property on MN 109. Motion carried.

New Fire Equipment- Leslie presented the Council with different lease and bonding options for new
equipment to replace the 1970 aerial truck and possibly one of the older pumper trucks. Motion by
Herman and second by Braun to authorize bonding for a new fire equipment not to exceed $650,000.
Motion carried.

COUNCIL REPORTS
Warmka- none.
Braun- questioned the progress of filing in the basement. Leslie stated there has been progress made and
staff will continue to work on it as time permits. She also stated three truckloads of expired paperwork
has been destroyed.
Burns-asked who can use the recycling center since the curbside system is in place. Leslie stated the
recycling drop site is for townships residents and commercial businesses. She also stated city residents
can use the drop site for overflow recycling as well.
Herman- welcomed Steve Burns back to the Council and welcomes his experience.
Gaines- repeated Herman’s sentiment in welcoming Burns back to the Council.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Braun and second by Warmka to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 pm.

_________________________ _____________________________
Mayor Ronald Gaines Deputy City Clerk Megan Boeck


