
City Council Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 12, 2015, 5:00 pm

Wells Community Center

The Wells City Council convened on Monday, January 12, 2015 at 5:00 pm in the Council Chamber.

Oath of Office: Mayor Ron Gaines, Councilmember John Herman and Whitney Warmka.

Mayor Gaines called the meeting to order with the following councilmembers present: David Braun,
John Herman, Ashley Seedorf and Whitney Warmka. Also present: City Administrator Robin Leslie,
Deputy City Clerk Megan Boeck, Police Chief Jim Ratelle, Street Department Foreman Mike Pyzick
City Engineer Travis Winter and City Attorney David Frundt.

AGENDA
The agenda for the January 12, 2015 meeting was reviewed. Motion by Braun and second by Herman to
approve as presented. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT
None.

CONSENT ITEMS
Minutes
Motion by Herman and second by Braun to approve December 8, 2014 and December 15, 2014 minutes.
Motion carried.

Payments
Motion by Herman and second by Braun to approve revised payments in the amount of $257,648.50 as
listed on pages 7-13 of the council packet. Motion carried.

Financial Statements
Motion by Seedorf and second by Herman to approve financial statements as listed on page 14 of the
council packet. Motion carried.

Board Reports/Minutes
Motion by Herman and second by Braun to approve the Wells Ambulance minutes from November
2014. Motion carried.

Staff Reports
Police Chief Jim Ratelle stated he will be holding a staff meeting to discuss recently updated protocols.
Ratelle also informed council members about the different lease options available for the squad
replacement. In addition, Ratelle updated the Council regarding the dangerous dog declarations from last
year stating one dog has been relocated to Illinois and the other dog needs a follow-up visit. Lastly,
Ratelle discussed another snowmobile incident at Half Moon Park.

Street Foreman Mike Pyzick stated the number of recycling pickups at the drop site has already
decreased due to the newly implemented curbside recycling program. Pyzick also stated he will be
ordering street signage to be installed this spring.
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City Attorney David Frundt stated there was a hearing on December 23, 2014 in regard to the Murphy
property. Frundt expects that process to continue to move forward. Frundt also stated his 2015 Legal
Service Proposal is the same as 2014. In addition, an open house for the plans will be held soon for the
affected property owners.

City Engineer Travis Winter stated the Safe Routes to School project memorandum was approved by
MnDOT and he will continue to work on final plans before scheduling the next committee meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
Appoint Acting Mayor- Motion by Braun and second by Herman to appoint Ashely Seedorf as Acting
Mayor. Motion carried.

2015 Council Goals & Priorities- Informational only. Ms. Leslie asked council members to create a list
of goals and/or priorities to be added to the work items for the next meeting.

2015 Police Squad Lease- Motion by Seedorf and second by Warmka to approve a 3 year squad lease at
$611.02 per month plus the cost to transfer equipment and apply decals (approximately $2,000). Motion
carried.

Partial Pay Estimate #5 (Ulland Brothers)- Motion by Herman and second by Braun to approve
Partial Pay Estimate #5 in the amount of $ 31,682.27 with condition Ulland Brothers pays other city
invoices first.. Motion carried.

2014 Deputy Registrar Recap- Informational item only. Ms. Leslie briefed council members on the
2014 Deputy Registrar Recap as listed on page 28 of the council packet.

Theatre Resignations- Motion by Herman and second by Warmka to accept theatre resignations from
Lisa Mershon and Jamie Wise. Motion carried.

Liquor Store Clerk Appointment- Motion by Seedorf and second by Braun to approve Jamie Wise as
a part time liquor store clerk. Motion carried.

Library Foundation Appointment- Motion by Seedorf and second by Herman to appoint Rachel
Hartman to the Library Foundation Board. Motion carried.

Resolution 2015-01, Certifying Banking Powers Granted to City Staff & Mayor- Motion by Braun
and second by Herman to approve Resolution 2015-01, Certifying Banking Powers Granted to City Staff
and Mayor. Motion carried.

2015 Legal Services Contract- Motion by Herman and second by Braun to approve 2015 Legal
Services Contract Proposal from Frundt & Johnson, Ltd. as listed on pages 35-38 of the council packet.
Motion carried.

Charitable Gambling Request- St. Casimir’s- Motion by Seedorf and second by Herman to approve
Charitable Gambling Request for St. Casimir’s Winter Carnival. Motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Snowmobiles in City Parks- The Council instructed Ms. Leslie to send this agenda item to the public
safety committee for discussion.
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Tax Forfeiture Properties- Motion by Seedorf and second by Herman to prepare documents to convey
500 1st Ave SW and 218 3rd Ave SE to the HRA. Motion carried.

COUNCIL REPORTS
Warmka- none.
Braun- none.
Seedorf- Seedorf stated she would like to see all committee openings advertised each year. Ms. Leslie
stated that has always been past practice but in 2014 only two applications were received. In addition,
she requested year end numbers for the liquor store.
Herman- none.
Gaines- none.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Herman and second by Seedorf to adjourn the meeting at 6:02 pm.

_________________________ _____________________________
Mayor Ronald Gaines Deputy City Clerk Megan Boeck


