
 

 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY OF WELLS, MINNESOTA 

 
Wells Planning Commission Membership: 

Chair Carol Aske, Vice Chair Steve Nowak, Secretary Crystal Dulas, 
Commissioner Larry Majeski, Council Representative Ashley Seedorf. 

 
 

MINUTES 

Regular Meeting – 5:30 pm 

Monday, February 7, 2011    
Conference Room, Wells City Hall 

125 S. Broadway  Wells, MN 56097 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order / Roll Call 

Chair Aske called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm. 

Members present: Chair Aske, Vice Chair Nowak, Secretary Dulas, Commissioner 
Majeski, and Council Representative Seedorf. 

Members absent:  None. 

Staff present:  Christopher Elvebak, Community Development Director. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Rep. Seedorf moved to approve the agenda. Sec. Dulas seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 

Sec. Dulas moved to approve the November 1, 2010 minutes with corrections. Com. 
Majeski seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 

4. New Business 

a) Citizen request for review: Wood Burners & Smoke 

 

 Rick Meyer, 189 5th Ave. NW, Wells, addressed the Planning Commission. He 
asked for assistance in a wood-burning smoke issue. He explained that his neighbor’s 
home is about twenty feet from his and what he is burning is bringing a thick black 
smoke towards his house.  He said he installed new windows eight years ago but the 



 

 

smell & smoke is still getting into his home. He has spoken to the State and County 
and both have ultimately directed him to the City. 

 

 The Commissioners asked several questions of Mr. Meyer related to the type of 
stove, how it is vented, is it used for supplemental heat and so forth. Mr. Meyer said 
he didn’t know if it’s used for supplemental heat as it is located in his neighbor’s 
attached garage. The chimney is low and slightly above the roof peak. 

 

 Staff presented copies of correspondence to date between Mr. Meyer, himself, and 
the MPCA as well as related articles from the LMC Codification Service. He listed 
some pros & cons to action or inaction, and regulating or not regulating. He provided 
some samples from other communities who have been forced to deal with the issue as 
well.  Mr. Meyer said that he has had Police Chief Ratelle on site that has 
sympathized with him but has not been able to do anything about it. 

 

 Commissioner Nowak moved to prepare additional research and a draft ordinance 
for the March meeting.  Commissioner Majeski seconded and the motion passed. Mr. 
Meyer thanked the Commission and exited the meeting. 

 

5. Old Business 

a) Sidewalks, Paths & Trails Plan 

      Staff presented a brief update on State Health Improvement Plan and Voices of 
Wellness activities. Dir. Elvebak said that after this group gave their formal 
presentation to the city council in the near future, the potential existed for an impact 
on the assessment policy. Also, the group would eventually touch on sidewalks & 
trails in their presentation so the idea of adding a sidewalk & trail component to a 
capital improvement plan was relevant. 

 

      The Commission discussed a general desire to see existing sidewalks repaired 
first before any new ones are constructed. They also discussed issues in the past 
related to enforcement. Dir. Elvebak said his understanding was that they appear 
more interested in providing linkages between major pedestrian destinations for now. 
He will keep the board informed of the SHIP / VOW group’s progress. 

 

b) Land Use & Planning Commissioner Training Seminar 

      Director Elvebak expressed a desire to have the Planning Commission and City 
Council participate in a land use training seminar. He explained it would be a good 
informational tool for the various members especially in light of recent year’s legal 
changes. He also informed the membership that the City Administrator will ultimately 
schedule a meeting sometime this year – perhaps after the Council moves to a once-a-
month meeting schedule. Dir. Elvebak explained he was asking the Administrator to 
set this up as he has strong professional and even personal relationships with 



 

 

members of all of the regional training organizations and he did not want to give any 
appearance of impropriety. 

 

      The Commission discussed the idea and agreed that it could be a good refresher 
for basic principles and a valuable update for recent legal changes. They will wait for 
staff to bring word of when a session is scheduled. 

 

c) Interim Ordinance: Manufactured Homes in R-1 & R-2 Zoning Districts 

      The Commissioners received and reviewed state statutes, 2009 amendments to the 
Municipal Planning Act, and a League of MN Cities article reviewing manufactured 
homes and zoning. Dir. Elvebak explained that the City Council had enacted the 
interim ordinance as the Planning Commission requested and that he and the attorney 
were making progress on their research. 

 

      The Commissioners noted the summary that manufactured homes in residential 
zones must be treated the same as any other single-family dwelling and cannot be 
prohibited from being placed in these areas. However, the Commissioners also noted 
that external aesthetic requirements could be regulated for all homes and that 
construction standards must be followed that comply with all state building code and 
State of MN Rules. 

 

6. Public Forum 

Chair Aske opened the public forum at 6:30 pm to anyone wishing to address the 
board. As no person was present to address the board the public forum was closed by 
the chair at 6:30 pm. 

 

7. Notices & Communications 

a) CGMC: February 3, 2011 “In Brief” article 

b) Legal Update: MNAPA (Senate File 13 & House File 52) 

c) Planning Commission Guide (Sept. 2010 LMC Publication) 

d) LMC Insurance Trust article: Municipal Tort Claims Act 
 

      The Commissioners received several pieces of information related to land use 
issues. As none of these items required a vote the Commission took no action. 

 

8. Adjournment 
Commissioner Nowak moved to adjourn. Commissioner Majeski seconded and the 
motion passed at 6:31 pm. 


