
 
 
 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Regular Session of City Council  

City of Wells 
 
The Wells City Council convened in regular session on Monday, December 14, 2009 
from 5:00 p.m. until 6:15 p.m. in the Wells Community Center, Council Chambers. 
Mayor Shannon Savick called the meeting to order with the following council members 
and employees present: Councilmember Steve Burns, Councilmember Ron Gaines, 
Councilmember Ashley Seedorf and Councilmember Mike Weber. Employees present: 
City Administrator Jeremy Germann, Deputy Clerk Deb Redman, Police Chief Jim 
Ratelle and Community Development Director Austin Bleess. Mayor Savick led the 
group in the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

 
The agenda for the December 14, 2009 council meeting was reviewed with 
Councilmember Gaines making a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of the 
addendum. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Seedorf. Roll call taken with 
Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
The minutes of the regularly scheduled council meeting held on November 23, 2009 were 
reviewed with Councilmember Burns making a motion to accept the minutes as 
presented. Councilmember Gaines seconded the motion. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
The minutes of the special council meeting held on December 7, 2009 at 5:00 p.m. were 
reviewed with Councilmember Gaines making a motion to accept the minutes as 
presented. Councilmember Burns seconded the motion. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
The minutes of the special council meeting held on November 7, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. were 
reviewed with Councilmember Seedorf making a motion to accept the minutes as 
presented. Councilmember Weber seconded the motion. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
The bill list was reviewed in the amount of $137,366.56 with Councilmember Gaines 
making a motion to approve as presented. Councilmember Seedorf seconded the motion. 
Discussion held on a bill from Hermel Wholesale. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, 
Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 

COMMITEE ITEMS: 

 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to accept the minutes submitted by the Fire Department 
for meetings held on November 11 & 24, 2009 as presented. Councilmember Weber 
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made the motion with a second from Councilmember Burns. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to accept a report from the Street Department for the 
month of November as presented. Councilmember Burns made the motion with a second 
from Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and 
Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
  
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to accept a report from the Fire Department for the 
month of November as presented. Councilmember Weber made the motion with a second 
from Councilmember Seedorf. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and 
Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to approve a request from the Wells Public Library to 
purchase two computers and monitors as part of its capital improvement plan at a cost of 
$681.00 for each computer. Councilmember Burns made the motion with a second from 
Councilmember Gaines. Discussion held on the budget. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to accept the resignation of Jeanne Brooks from the 
position of assistant library director at the Wells Public Library. Councilmember Seedorf 
made the motion with a second from Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to approve a request from the Municipal Liquor Store 
to close the On-Sale while keeping the Off-Sale open on January 1, 2010 for accounting 
purposes. Councilmember Seedorf made the motion with a second from Councilmember 
Weber. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. 
Motion carried.  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to adopt RESOLUTION NO. 2009-09: A 
RESOLUTION SETTING FEES AND RATES FOR 2010. Councilmember Burns made 
the motion with a second from Councilmember Seedorf. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to grant 2010 cigarette renewal licenses for Casey’s 
General Store; NuMart Convenience Store; Wells Marketplace Foods; and Wells 
Municipal Liquor Store. Councilmember Gaines made the motion with a second from 
Councilmember Weber. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber 
voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to approve a request from the Police Department to 
have full-time officers attend the Minnesota South Central Investigators Coalition 2010 
Winter Conference in Mankato, Minnesota on January 25 & 26, 2010. Councilmember 
Burns made the motion with a second from Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken with 
Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.   
 



Mayor Savick asked for a motion to approve a request from the city hall staff to close the 
offices without pay on December 24, 2009 for full-time employees, who will use 
vacation or comp-time in replacement. Councilmember Weber made the motion with a 
second from Councilmember Seedorf. Discussion held on past practice. Roll call taken 
with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to raise the wages of the following non-union personnel 
beginning January 1, 2010 the following amount: Liquor Store Employee Hal Lamphier 
($0.40 per hour); Liquor Store Employee Jennifer Lindholm ($0.40 per hour); Part-Time 
Assistant Library Director Lori Haler ($0.25 per hour); Part-Time Bartender(s) ($0.25 per 
hour); Part-Time Police Officer(s) ($0.25 per hour); Part-Time Recycling Help ($0.25 per 
hour); Part-Time Theatre Custodian Chuck Nowak ($0.25 per hour); and Part-Time 
Theatre Manager Michael Milks ($25.00 per month). Councilmember Weber made the 
motion with a second from Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, 
Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to approve two official job descriptions for the 
positions of Recycle Helper and Swimming Pool Manager. Councilmember Burns made 
a motion to approve the two job descriptions as submitted in the December 14, 2009 
council packet. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken 
with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion approving the Professional Service Agreement for 2010 
proposed by Frundt & Johnson, LTD. Councilmember Burns made the motion with a 
second from Councilmember Gaines. Discussion held on council receiving a six-month 
statement from Frundt & Johnson and legal expenses from before & after the contract. 
Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf, and Weber voting yea. Motion 
carried. 
 
City council reviewed a letter submitted by the city administrator, as requested during the 
November 9, 20009 regularly scheduled council meeting, concerning Gene Weber’s 
remarks during public comment. Councilmember Burns made a motion to table the issue 
until after the city could obtain a recommendation from the city attorney and 
Infrastructure Committee. Councilmember Gaines seconded the motion. Roll call taken 
with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
City council reviewed estimates on purchasing a video camera to record council 
meetings. Councilmember Burns made a motion to table the issue until more information 
could be obtained. Councilmember Gaines seconded the motion. Discussion held on what 
type of information council needed. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf 
and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

• Cindy Dadde – Spoke about problems their family has had with the Wells Police 
Department. She stated she would prefer to set up third-party discussions instead 
of filing a formal complaint. She also stated the Street Department did an 
excellent and efficient job with snow removal last week.  

 

GUEST: 



 

• Jim Pietan – Stated he was representing the Ervin W. Pietan Revocable Trust, 
which is interested in obtaining a variance from §151.26 BASIC 
IMPROVEMENTS (Developer’s Agreement), to subdivide a parcel located on 
Tenth Avenue SW. Pietan stated he has attempted to subdivide the parcel in the 
past and does not believe he was treated fairly at that time. Councilmember Burns 
made a motion to take the issue to the Planning & Zoning Commission and to 
report back to council on December 28, 2009. Councilmember Gaines seconded 
the motion. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting 
yea. Motion carried.   

• Kim Sorenson – Asked for explanation on what Councilmember Weber by a 
previous statement concerning board members.  

 

NEW BUSINNESS:  

 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to go into closed session for the purpose of discussing 
union negotiations as deemed permissible by Minnesota Statute §13D.03 MEETINGS 
FOR LABOR NEGOTIATIONS STRATEGY. Councilmember Burns made the motion 
with a second from Councilmember Seedorf. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, 
Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
(CLOSED SESSION)  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to reopen the council meeting. Councilmember Burns 
made the motion to go into open session as required under Minnesota Statute §13D with 
a second from Councilmember Gaines. No action was taken in closed session.  

 

EMPLOYEES:  

 
Administrator Germann:   Informed council there was an accident between two city-

owned vehicles while removing snow during the recent 
blizzard, which has been turned into the insurance 
company. Germann complemented the Street Department 
for its hard work in removal of snow last week.   

 

ANNOUCEMENTS:  

 

Mayor Savick:  Requested council consider purchasing two card tables for 
the Community Center. Councilmember Weber made a 
motion to approve the expenditure and Councilmember 
Burns gave a second. Discussion held on the budget for the 
Community Center. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, 
Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.     

Councilmember Burns: Stated the Wells Public Utilities did a good job repairing a 
major leak in the waterline as quickly as possible.   

Councilmember Gaines:  Stated the Street Department did a good job removing snow 
during the recent snowstorm. 

Councilmember Seedorf:  Nothing.  
Councilmember Weber:  Stated he did not believe that council was utilizing all the 

expertise from the community or treating the public fairly 



by having the same group of people serve on multiple city 
boards and by not opening the appointments up to all 
citizens.    

 
The next regularly scheduled council meeting was set for December 28, 2009 at 5:00 
p.m. in the Wells Community Center. Councilmember Weber made a motion to adjourn 
with a second from Councilmember Seedorf. Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________  ____________________________ 
Mayor Shannon Savick   Administrator Jeremy R. Germann 


