
 
 
 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

Regular Session of City Council  

City of Wells 
 
The Wells City Council convened in regular session on Monday, December 28, 2009 
from 5:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. in the Wells Community Center, Council Chambers. 
Mayor Shannon Savick called the meeting to order with the following council members 
and employees present: Councilmember Steve Burns, Councilmember Ron Gaines, 
Councilmember Ashley Seedorf and Councilmember Mike Weber. Employees present: 
City Administrator Jeremy Germann, Deputy Clerk Deb Redman, Community 
Development Director Austin Bleess, and City Attorney David Frundt. Mayor Savick led 
the group in the “Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 

CONSENT ITEMS: 

 
The agenda for the December 28, 2009 council meeting was reviewed with 
Councilmember Weber making a motion to approve the agenda with the addition of the 
addendum after a ruling from the City Attorney on if requests from the Street Department 
and Municipal Liquor Store should be discussed in closed session. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf 
and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
The minutes of the regularly scheduled council meeting held on December 14, 2009 were 
reviewed with Councilmember Burns making a motion to accept the minutes as 
presented. Councilmember Gaines seconded the motion. Discussion held on Hermel 
Wholesale. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. 
Motion carried. 
 
The bill list was reviewed in the amount of $83,318.29 with Councilmember Weber 
making a motion to approve all the bills except Schrader Enterprises until council 
determines who authorized the expense. Motion failed for lack a second.  
 
The bill list was reviewed in the amount of $83,318.29 with Councilmember Burns 
making a motion to approve as presented. Councilmember Gaines seconded the motion. 
Discussion held on expenses from Alex Thostenson and Randel I. Bichler. Roll call taken 
with Burns, Gaines, Savick and Seedorf voting yea. Weber voted nea. Motion carried.  
 
The monthly financial reports were reviewed including balances & receipts, revenue & 
expenditures, building permits & report, monthly liquor comparison, monthly library 
automation report, community center figures, regular hours worked, over-time hours 
accrued and comp-time accumulated with Councilmember Gaines making a motion to 
approve as presented. Councilmember Seedorf seconded the motion. Roll call taken with 
Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried 
 

 

COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 

CITY OF WELLS, MINNESOTA 



COMMITEE ITEMS: 

 
City council reviewed a draft of the minutes submitted by the Economic Development 
Authority for a meeting held on December 15, 2009.  
 
City council reviewed a draft of the minutes submitted by the Housing & Redevelopment 
Authority for a meeting held on December 17, 2009. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to accept a report from the Police Department for the 
month of December as presented. Councilmember Seedorf made the motion with a 
second from Councilmember Burns. Discussion held on the warranty for the police truck. 
Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion 
carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to accept a report from the Community Development 
Office for the month of December as presented. Councilmember Burns made the motion 
with a second from Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, 
Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Savick asked Dick Asleson, of Northland Securities, to discuss Tax Increment 
District No. 2-7 (County No. 22) Wells Concrete No. 2 Project with council. 
Councilmember Gaines made a motion to adopt RESOLUTION NO. 2009-10: A 
RESOLUTION RELATED TO TAX INCREMENT DISTRICT NO. 2-7 (COUNTY 
NO. 22) WELLS CONCRETE NO. 2 PROJECT. Councilmember Burns seconded the 
motion. Discussion held. Roll call taken with Burns, Gains, Savick, Seedorf and Weber 
voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion concerning the rental agreement between the City of 
Wells and Frundt & Johnson, LTD for a building located at 6 South Broadway. 
Councilmember Weber made a motion to list the property for sale while continuing on a 
month-to-month lease with Frundt & Johnson, LTD with rent to continue at $300.00 per 
month as per the recommendation from the Wells Economic Development Authority. 
Councilmember Gaines seconded the motion. Discussion held with David Frundt. Roll 
call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to lend a picture depicting the Wells Maroon Band to 
Wells Historical Society to be displayed at the train depot until further notice. 
Councilmember Gaines made the motion with a second from Councilmember Burns. Roll 
call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to approve 2010 membership dues for the Minnesota 
Council of Airports. Councilmember Seedorf made the motion with a second from 
Councilmember Weber. Discussion held. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, 
Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
City council reviewed the minutes submitted by the Wells Community Ambulance Board 
of Directors for a meeting held on November 9, 2009. 
 



City council reviewed the minutes submitted by the Wells Public Utilities Board for a 
meeting held on October 6, 2009. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to go into closed session for the purpose of discussing 
union negotiations as deemed permissible by Minnesota Statute §13D.03 MEETINGS 
FOR LABOR NEGOTIATIONS STRATEGY. Councilmember Gaines made the motion 
with a second from Councilmember Burns. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, 
Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
(CLOSED SESSION)  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to reopen the council meeting. Councilmember Seedorf 
made the motion to go into open session as required under Minnesota Statute §13D with 
a second from Councilmember Gaines. No action was taken in closed session.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion concerning a request from the Municipal Liquor Store 
and Street Department to roll over unused vacation and comp-time into 2010. 
Councilmember Seedorf made a motion to permit Municipal Liquor Store employee 
Miles Lindholm to roll over (29.75 hours of vacation) and Street Department employees 
Rick LaVallie (five days of vacation, 23 hours of comp-time); Mike Pyzick (three days of 
vacation); Kurt Niebuhr (one day of vacation); Richard Brandenburg (three days of 
vacation) to roll over into 2010 but to be used by March 31, 2010. Councilmember 
Gaines seconded the motion. Discussion held. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, 
Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to approve LABOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF WELLS AND AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY & 
MUNCIPAL EMPLOYEES (LOCAL #3953) from January 1, 2010 until December 31, 
2012. Councilmember Gaines made the motion with a second from Councilmember 
Burns. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. 
Motion carried.  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion concerning the purchase of a video camera to record 
council meetings. Councilmember Weber made a motion to have Development Director 
Bleess investigate what audio equipment would be necessary to record council meetings 
for broadcast. Councilmember Gaines seconded the motion. Roll call taken with Burns, 
Gaines, Savick, Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried. 
 

GUEST: 
 

• Gene Weber – Stated he was not pleased with the procedure the county took to 
bid out the trailer park project, wanted everyone in the city and council treated 
equally, and said an engineer should have been present when re-tiling his property 
during the interceptor project.   

 

EMPLOYEES:  

 
Administrator Germann:   Informed council Development Director Bleess and he 

were working on a grant which could potentially be used to 
upgrade or replace the boiler system. He would update 



council on the progress when information became 
available. 

 

ANNOUCEMENTS:  

 

Mayor Savick:  Nothing      
Councilmember Burns: Nothing 
Councilmember Gaines:  Nothing 
Councilmember Seedorf:  Nothing.  
Councilmember Weber:  Asked council if they had seen a complaint regarding the 

police department which was been e-mailed to all the 
council members. 

 

NEW BUSINNESS:  

 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to go into closed session for the purpose of discussing 
contract negotiations as deemed permissible by Minnesota Statute §13D.03 MEETINGS 
FOR LABOR NEGOTIATIONS STRATEGY. Councilmember Burns made the motion 
with a second from Councilmember Gaines. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, 
Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.  
 
(CLOSED SESSION)  
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to reopen the council meeting. Councilmember Gaines 
made the motion to go into open session as required under Minnesota Statute §13D with 
a second from Councilmember Seedorf. No action was taken in closed session. 
 
Mayor Savick asked for a motion to have City Attorney David Frundt negotiate the City 
Administrator’s contract on behalf of the city. Councilmember Gaines made the motion 
with a second from Councilmember Burns. Roll call taken with Burns, Gaines, Savick, 
Seedorf and Weber voting yea. Motion carried.    
 
The next regularly scheduled council meeting was set for January 11, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. 
in the Wells Community Center. Councilmember Seedorf made a motion to adjourn with 
a second from Councilmember Burns. Meeting adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________  ____________________________ 
Mayor Shannon Savick   Administrator Jeremy R. Germann 


