
MINUTES: 

The Wells City Council held their second meeting of the month on Monday, March 24, 
2008 at 5 pm in Council Chambers. Mayor Jacobson presided with Council Members 
Burns, Gaines, Linde and Savick present. Also present were City Administrator Allis, 
Deputy City Clerk Redman, and Reporter Bonsack.  

After the Mayor called the meeting to order, everyone present said the "Pledge of 
Allegiance". 

The minutes from the March 10th Council Meeting were reviewed and approved as 
written with a motion by Gaines, second by Savick and carried. The minutes from the 
December 10, 2007 closed session (summary of wages) was also approved with a 
motion by Linde, second by Burns and carried. 

The remainder of the monthly bills were reviewed with one correction noted. Motion by 
Burns, second by Savick and carried approved paying the bills totaling $163,167.58 with 
a correction to the Police Department.  

The Police & Fire Committee Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as written 
with a motion by Gaines, second by Linde and carried. 

The Liquor Committee Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as written with a 
motion by Linde, second Savick and carried. 

The Park Board Committee Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as written 
with a motion by Burns, second by Gaines and carried. The Daycare Pass was 
discussed with an increase of $20 recommended. Motion by Linde, second by Gaines 
and carried approved raising the Daycare Pass to $85. The USC School would like to 
sell the bleacher at the Kiester Middle School to the City for $7,300. The school is 
proposing the City forgive their field maintenance fees of $600 yearly until the $7,300 is 
used up. Motion by Linde, second by Burns and carried approved the purchase of the 
bleachers for Thompson Park. 

The Street & Sewer Committee Meeting minutes were also reviewed and approved as 
written with a motion by Burns, second by Savick and carried. The committee is 
recommending that 9th Street Southwest surface is gravel for 2008 and 4 inches of 
bituminous be done in 2009. Motion by Gaines, second by Burns and carried approved 
leaving 9th Street Southwest gravel for 2008. Street Supervisor LaVallie is requesting an 
employee for the Recycling Center. Motion by Linde, second by Gaines and carried 
approved his request. The Swimming Pool is in need of three sand filters this year. 
Motion by Burns, second by Savick and carried approved his budgeted request.  

The City Hall Committee Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as written with 
a motion by Gaines, second by Linde and carried. The committee would like permission 
to make an offer on the vacant building north of the Theatre. Also they would like to 



contract Dulas Excavating to demolish the building. Discussion was held on the use of 
TIF money for this project. Motion by Burns, second by Linde and carried approved 
purchasing and demolishing the building with funds not to exceed $10,750. Also the 
committee is in the process of applying for a $5,000 grant to help with this project. The 
City Hall Committee would like to have an advertisement in the Wells Mirror and 
Shopper informing the public of monthly meetings and how to access the City’s web site 
so they can view the Council Meeting minutes. Motion by Linde, second by Gaines and 
carried approved a quarterly ad (2" X 6") for approximately $72.  

Miscellaneous Reports were submitted from the following; Tri-City Sewer Board, 
Ambulance Board, Planning & Zoning Commission, Wells Public Utilities Commission, 
and the Theatre Board. Motion by Burns, second by Linde and carried approved the 
Miscellaneous Reports.  

Officer Tim Brenegan would like to attend the Highway Drug Investigation for Patrol 
Officers Course. The tuition, meals, and lodging are free. Motion by Linde, second by 
Burns and carried approved the training request at Camp Dodge in Johnston Iowa on 
June 2 – 6, 2008. 

Community Development Director Heckman is requesting permission to attend the 
League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference in Rochester on June 11-13, 2008. 
Motion by Gaines, second by Savick and carried approved her request. 

The Park Board is recommending the City offer the soccer coordinator position to Paul 
Thomson. Motion by Linde, second by Burns and carried approved their 
recommendation. 

Chief of Police Herman is requesting permission to purchase a new vehicle this year. 
He submitted bids on four different pickups for Council to review. Motion by Linde, 
second by Burns and carried approved the purchase of the Chevrolet pickup 
($25,497.50), so the service & warranty work can be done locally.  

Council approved the Tactical Training for Officer Ratelle earlier in the year. Motion by 
Gaines, second by Savick and carried approved the dates of May 19 – 23, 2008.  

Resolution 2008-05; a resolution accepting bids was approved with a motion by Gaines, 
second by Linde and carried. The bid was awarded to Ulland Brothers of Albert Lea. 

Resolution 2008-06; a resolution amending resolution establishing compensation for 
Real Estate Taxes on public housing project, Broadway Apartments originally adopted 
September 6, 1977 was approved on a motion by Burns, second by Savick and carried. 
Noting that the payment is equal to five percent of PILOT, not ten percent. 

FYI: 1) memo on Assisted Living Center 

2) Kits & Pieces ribbon cutting 



3) Friday Fax 

4) Firefighters Relief Assn. 2007 Balances 

Old Business: 4020 Tractor 

All members of the Council agreed with Attorney Frundt that no conflict of interest 
existed. Motion by Linde, second by Gaines and carried denied the "Conflict of Interest" 
complaint. Discussion was held on establishing an ordinance that states "employees 
and/or employee family members" can not bid on City owned items. 

Pietan Trust Sewer Line 

Acting Mayor Gaines conducted this part of the Council Meeting. Four members of the 
Council agreed that no conflict of interest existed on this issue either. Motion by Burns, 
second by Linde and carried denied the "Conflict of Interest" complaint. Mayor 
Jacobson abstained from the vote. Council members agreed that a Subdivision Plan 
needs to be presented to the Planning & Zoning Commission as a first step in the 
process. 

Public Comment: Milt Peterson 

Milt stated he believed a "conflict of interest" existed in the fact the City’s 
Attorney conducted the investigation. 

City Administrator Allis informed Council she would be at the Capital on Tuesday 
morning, April 1st to testify before the House Tax Committee concerning the TIF Funds. 
She also informed Council Members about the upcoming meeting on May 5th at the 
Community Center exploring the use of Rain Gardens. There was also an issue at the 
Community Center that needed to be address. When a nonprofit organization uses the 
Community Center at no fee and leaves it a mess and/or breaks something, should they 
be responsible for the damages. This issue will be presented to the Community Center 
Committee for a recommendation. 

Mayor Jacobson reminded Council members the Board of Review is on Monday, April 
28th in Council Chambers at 5 p.m. 

The next scheduled Council Meeting is set for Monday, April 14th. 

With no further business to conduct, Mayor Jacobson adjourned the meeting. 

Deb Redman, Deputy City Clerk 

 


