
MINUTES: 

The Wells City Council held their second meeting of the month on Monday, February 
26, 2007 at 5 p.m. in Council Chambers. Mayor Jacobson presided with Council 
Members Burns, Gaines, Linde and Savick present. Also present were City 
Administrator Allis, Deputy City Clerk Redman and Reporter Bonsack. The "Pledge of 
Allegiance" was said at this time. 

Pastor Art Keith and Mary Smalley were present to make a request for the Wells Area 
Food Shelf. The Food Shelf would like to reorganize so it can help more people more 
often. In order to accomplish this task the Food Shelf needs more room. They are 
asking Council to designate the recreation room at the Community Center for the Wells 
Area Food Shelf. The Council believes this is a needed service, but has concerns about 
a Municipal building being involved. Council would like more information concerning 
insurance and what the Department of Health says about grocery storage. This matter 
has been tabled until the Community Center Committee can meet and make a 
recommendation to Council. 

The minutes from the February 12th Council Meeting were reviewed and approved as 
written with a motion by Linde, second by Gaines and carried. 

The rest of the monthly bills were reviewed and approved for payment in the amount of 
$116,575.27 on a motion by Burns, second by Savick and carried.  

The Police & Fire Committee Meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as written 
with a motion by Savick, second by Gaines and carried. When the squad cars have 
wireless internet, the City needs to upgrade the server. Bevcomm can upgrade the 
server with a removable backup harddrive for approximately $3,600. Motion by Gaines, 
second by Burns and carried approved moving forward with the server upgrade. 
Councilman Linde abstained from the vote. The civil defense siren expense needs to 
come out of the contingency fund. The funds from the forfeited vehicles sale has 
specific drug related guidelines to follow. Motion by Burns, second by Linde and carried 
approved using the contingency fund for the civil defense siren expenses.  

Miscellaneous Reports submitted for Council approval were as follows; the Ambulance 
Board of Directors, the Flame Theatre Board, the Library Board, and the HRA. One 
change was noted for the January 17th Theatre Board Meeting minutes. "Chuck Nowak 
had been hired temporarily, but is now hired as the part-time maintenance person." 
Motion by Burns, second by Savick and carried approved the Miscellaneous Reports 
with the added change to the Theatre minutes. 

The Library Board is requesting the release of the funds in the Roland Weite Estate to 
replace the front door at the Library. Total Glass-Lock from Albert Lea has bid the job at 
$2,879.67 with an additional $1,920.00 for a new door opener. Motion by Linde, second 
by Gaines and carried approved using the Roland Weite Estate Fund and awarding the 
job to Total Glass-lock. 



Council reviewed the 3.2 Liquor License renewals. Motion by Linde, second by Gaines 
and carried approved an "On-Sale" License for Jake’s Pizza and the "Off-Sale" Licenses 
to Casey’s General Store, NuWay Coop and Twin Cities Avanti Stores.  

Street Supervisor LaVallie’s request to have the 96 Ford pickup transmission replaced 
was approved with a motion by Gaines, second by Linde and carried. Reg’s Auto & 
Truck Repair quote is for $2,898.16 with a two year warranty. 

The curtain operating cable at the Flame Theatre is broken and the curtain has to be 
opened and closed by hand. Premiere Theatre Service can remove and install the new 
curtain operating cable for $1,200 with/without tax. Motion by Gaines, second by Linde 
and carried approved the Theatre curtain expense. 

The Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust (MCIT) Drug and Alcohol Testing Participation 
Agreement Addendum #2; change in drug testing rates was approved by Council with a 
motion by Savick, second by Burns and carried.  

City Administrator Allis made a request to attend the League of Minnesota Cities Annual 
Conference, which is being held in Duluth on June 27th through June 29, 2007. Motion 
by Linde, second by Burns and carried approved her attending this years conference. 
Council Members Burns and Savick showed interest in attending also. 

Residents near the intersection of 7th Street and 1st Avenue Southwest are asking for 
stop signs on 7th Street, which would make the corner a 4-way stop. Council tabled this 
matter until the committee has a chance to review the request and make a 
recommendation.  

The 2006 Wells Public Library Annual Report was in the packet for information only.  

Old Business: 

Frank Bros. demolition – John Frank spoke with City Administrator Allis 
and informed her he had an asbestos check done and is proceeding. 
Ronda will keep in touch with the Frank family. 

Board of Review reminder – Thursday, May 10, 2007 at 5 p.m. 

Weber sewer project – the map being used to outline the location of the 
new sewer line for the Webers was not submitted by Mike Weber. 

Public: none 

City Administrator Allis relayed information concerning email addresses for the Council 
through the City of Wells web site. The cost would be $3.00 per month per person. 
Motion by Gaines, second by Burns and carried approved trying this to see if the public 
would use it to contact the Council. The four Council Members will participate. The City 



Administrator also informed Council about information she had received about the 
Trailer Park. Phase I would cost $2,300 to $2,400 and Phase II would be an additional 
$5,000 to $6,000.  

Councilman Burns reiterated the importance of a water shed study.  

The next Council Meeting is scheduled for March 12, 2007. 

At this time, the Council went into closed session with their attorney to discuss pending 
litigation. 

Deb Redman, Deputy City Clerk 

  

 


