
The regular meeting of the City Council was held on Monday, July 15, 2002 at 5:00 p.m. with Mayor 

Herman presiding. Council members Carroll, Gaines and Schultz attended as well as City Clerk Dolly 

Schultz, Deputy Clerk Deb Redman and reporter Laurie Bonsack. Councilman Corbin was absent. 

Clifford Blank addressed Council regarding the deterioration of a house and property located just 

north of his residence. The property owner lives in the Twin Cities area and is very negligent in 

maintaining this site. The house and garage are in very poor condition with windows and doors 

broken and hanging loose. Blank also noted that the lawn is never kept up and always has tall grass 

as well as weeds growing. He himself has gone to the expense of spraying the yard to try to control 

the spread of weeds. Council informed him that the City has sent the owner numerous notices to 

mow and maintain the weeds, which he does then comply with, however not on a regular basis. Staff 

will start sending a notice about every two weeks and see if this helps the situation at all. 

Laurie Bonsack presented Council with a handout regarding the open meeting law, indicating it was 

for their review and for information only. 

She also requested that consideration be given to a weekly publication of the police and fire call 

logs. Bonsack did agree that the monthly police report included with council packets would suffice 

for now. Councilman Gaines will discuss the matter with fire department members regarding their 

calls. 

The 5:30 appointment regarding "Children at play" signs did not show. 

Police Chief Mike Iverson discussed the clothing allowance for himself and the Assistant Chief and 

asked Council if they could be paid up front at the beginning of the year like the other two officers 

who are under Union contract. Council informed him that they would consider the matter. 

Discussion was had regarding the possibility of leaving the bathrooms in the municipal building open 

24/7. Consensus was to instruct the police to continue locking them each evening. 

In reference to the OSHA ruling of safety glasses for the police department, a motion was made by 

Carroll, seconded by Gaines and carried to include the officers on the same program as was set up 

for the street department at Vision Plus in Wells. Mayor Herman noted that if this is an OSHA 

requirement and the city is paying for the glasses, the men had better be wearing them! 

Discussed the bathrooms at the parks and the vandalism that is constantly occurring. A possible 

solution to the problem might be the use of porta-potties. Information and costs were obtained 

from two different companies on the rental of these units and presented to Council. Following 

discussion however, it was the consensus to check into costs of tearing down the building at 

Thompson Park and putting up a new one as long as the water and sewer are already in place. The 

other park will have to wait a while yet. Mayor Herman will include the vandalism issue in his next 

article for the paper. 

In another park related matter, it was the decision of the council that the lights in the parks 

should be turned off around 10:00 in the evening. If a game is in progress, players should be 

informed to wrap it up as soon as possible. However, this does not mean that people have to leave 



the park at this time. If it gets very late and individuals are loud or rowdy, they should then be 

instructed to leave. Coaches, players, etc. should be reminded that there are no glass containers 

allowed in the parks, and all cans and garbage should be placed in the containers provided 

throughout the area. 

Street supervisor Rick LaVallie reported that the tapes of the TV inspection of the sewers is back 

and available for council’s review if they so desire. It was discovered that the sewer on 9th Ave. 

SW is in very bad shape and in need of repair. Discussion relating to this issue will be had later. 

LaVallie indicated that he would like to get rid of the 1980 dump truck, currently used as a sand 

truck, and the 1983 truck, now being used as a backup truck for the snow plow, and would like to get 

a single axle truck in their place. He was instructed to put some numbers together and bring back 

for council’s consideration. 

On the bright side ---- recycling markets are up. 

CD Director, Zoa Heckman discussed the annexation situation. Pettipiece/Cessario suggested two 

options to proceed with the process. Zoa will work with Byron Jost on the procedures after which a 

report will then be presented at the August meeting. 

Discussion was had regarding building permit fees and the problem of people starting projects 

before acquiring a permit. Motion by Carroll, seconded by Schultz and carried to double the permit 

fees if a project is started before a permit is issued, effective August 1. A notice will be published 

in the local paper regarding this change. 

Motion by Gaines, seconded by Schultz and carried, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 

of June 10, financial reports, licenses and permits, regular monthly reports and payment of bills in 

the amount of $254,640.58. (Check on the gas and electric bills for the Community Center). 

Motion by Schultz, seconded by Carroll and carried to pay the final payment to Brunz Construction 

in the amount of $2762.74. This is on the sewer improvement project on 4th Ave. SW and Half 

Moon Road. 

Motion by Gaines, seconded by Carroll and carried to sign the service agreement renewal with 

Waste Management for removal of garbage at the city buildings. This is a one year agreement. 

Discussed cooling options for the police department. Following review, a motion was made by 

Schultz, seconded by Gaines and carried to proceed with a ductless mini-split air conditioning unit 

at an installed price of $1562 plus wiring. This will be purchased from Ron’s Plumbing & Heating. 

Motion by Carroll, seconded by Gaines and carried to approve the Wells Chamber’s request for a 

gambling permit for their Las Vegas night to be held in November. 

It was noted that Cindy Rebelein has resigned from the Wells Library. Advertisement for her 

replacement is being taken care of. 



Motion by Schultz, seconded by Carroll and carried to charge a $2.00 recycling fee which will be 

included on the utility bills. The fee is to be charged on a per user, per month basis, effective with 

the September utility billings. A letter to this effect will be forwarded to Mr. Wigern. 

Mayor Herman noted that the recent closed session was with the LMC attorney involving pending 

litigation with Prime Ventures (trailer park) and that the attorneys are negotiating a settlement. 

With no further business to come before the council, the meeting was declared adjourned. 

Clerk-Treasurer  


